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A THAYER TUTT AWARD RECIPIENT

CAROLYN KRUSE

1982-83 AIR FORCE

FOOTBALL TEAMS

The heralded 1982-83 Falcon gridiron teams compiled an 18-7-0 mark that
included wins in the 1982 Hall of Fame Bowl over Vanderbilt, 36-28, and the
1983 Independence Bowl over Mississippi, 9-3. Coach Ken Hatfield’s Falcon
teams defeated Army and Navy in both campaigns and beat Notre Dame
twice by scores of 30-17 and 23-22.

Marty Louthan, who ran for 1,860 career yards and 4,997 total yards and
scored five touchdowns against Navy in 1983, quarterbacked both teams.
Fullback John Kershner ran for 1,990 yards during the two seasons as the
Falcons averaged almost 300 yards per game running the football.

Current head coach Fisher DeBerry was the offensive coordinator for
both squads.

Carolyn Kruse, a Colorado Springs resident since 1963, is one of the city’s unsung
heroes for her generous philanthropic and community sports contributions.Kruse has
dedicated more than four decades of service and personal support to sports in the
Pikes Peak region.

She has served as a prominent official with the U.S Figure Skating Association, helped to
plan the Colorado Springs World Arena, volunteered at the first three USOC National
Sports Festivals, served as a team leader for the USA figure skating delegation at the 1998
Olympic Winter Games and has served on the Boards of the World Arena and The
Colorado Springs Sports Corporation.She is the current Sports Corp vice-chair.

There is almost no recent sports event staged in the city that she has not helped to
become a resounding success. She and her husband, Clif, have been generous with their
personal financial support of countless events and programs.

In 2000,Kruse was honored with the Col.F.Don Miller Award for her lasting contributions
to the Colorado Springs sports community.The Women’s Sports Foundation honored her
in 1990 with its Recognition Award of Outstanding Service in Women’s Sports.

The William Thayer Tutt Award is presented annually to a citizen dedicated to the
importance of sports as a way to benefit the Colorado Springs economy and contribute
to the quality of life for citizens of the Pikes Peak region.


